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September 5, 1990

Mr. Mark F. Lindsey
Secretary/Treasurer
Native Asphalt Company
7750 University Club Building
Salt Lake City, utah 84111

Dear Mr. Lindsey:

Re: Noncompliance Concerns. Cameron #1 Project. Native fuphalt Company.
5/0471036. Uintah County. Utah

The Division conducted an inspection of Native Asphalt's Cameron #1 mine on
August 15, 1990. The site was evaluated for compliance with state and federal
requirements, which addresses mining operations. Our evaluation disclosed several
deficiencies. The following are issues which must be resolved with this Division and
other agencies, as discussed in this letter.

1. Two ponds presently exist on site, one constructed for the
pu{pose of impoundment, the other a result of water
ponding in the operation's pit. Both ponds are discharging;
neither is permitted under current UPDES rules, which
address the requirements of Section 402(b) of the Federal
Clean Water Act. UPDES permits are administered by the
Division of Environmental Health, Bureau of water pollution
Control. You will need to resolve this permitting deficiency
with them.

2. One of the ponding facilities has been constmcted in an
apparent perennial segment of a stream channel, which
flows through the mine site. The impoundment is
approximately 8 feet high, 15 feet wide and 40 feet long.
The impoundment does not have a spillway and appears to
be deteriorating. A portion of the downstream embankment
has collapsed. The impoundment was full at the time of
inspection.
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3.

The operator apparently has not permitted this structure.
Native Asphalt must contact the Division of Water Rights,
Dam Safety regarding permits for stream alteration and dam
construction, in regard to this issue.

A riparian area has been impacted by the mine operation.
The operator has constructed a pit, a dam and roads in a
small riparian associated with the mine. The operator was
advised to mitigate impacts to this area in a letter from the
Division dated October 27,1988. Although, an attempt was
made to divert the majority of natural drainage around the
mining operation, considerable impacts to this riparian zone
have occurred.

Impacts to this type of area falls under the regulatory
authority of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (lmpacts to
Wetlands), administered by the Army Corp of Engineers.
The Division will contacr the Army Corp of Engineers in this
regard.

The Division's o\ m rules require that a mine operator
address and mitigate, satisfactorily, impacts to natural
channels (R613-003 -7O7). We will ask Native tuphalt to
draw up a plan which addresses current impacts to the
natural, perenrrial stream channel and discuss what measures
will be taken in the near furure to mitigate said impacts.

From on site observations, it is apparent that little or no
topsoil has been salvaged for future reclamation. Soil
salvage is required under section R613-003-7O7 of our rules.
It will be necessary to develope a plan whereby the
deficiency can be alleviated.

A large transformer remains on the operato/s properry,
which contains approximately 294 gallons of oil. The
manufactures date indicates that it was built in 1956. The
possibility for PCB contamination is high, in transformers of
this vintage. Such transformers require markers indicating
their hazard level or indicating no hazard. This requirement

4.
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falls under the Toxic substances control Act 40 cRF 761.40
(a)(2) and 40 CRF 761.2 (c)(1). No label was found on the
transformer. We would advise that Native Asphalt have this
transformer evaluated and labeled.

6. The operator originally filed a Small Mining Operation
Notice of Intent with the Division. Such notices are valid as
long as the operation remains under 5 acres. we estimate
the disturbed acreage to be 7.s acres. Native Asphart must
now demonstrate through submission of a certified
registered land survey that the present surface disturbance
does not exceed 5 acres, or file a Large operato/s Notice of
lntent, which will require a reclamation surety and further
permitting of the affected area with this Division. A Large
operato/s Notice of Intent form (MR-LMO) is encrosed with
this letter.

Please contact this office by October 10, 1990 regarding these concenrs. We
advise that a meeting be arranged at this office, to discuss theie issues, and also, that a
joint site visit be scheduled for the near furure.

Sincerely,

@2
Holland Slpfherd
Reclamation Specialist

jb
Enclosure
cc: Brent Bradford, Div. of Environmental Health

Richard Hall, Water Rights
Kathy Trott, Army Corp of Engineers
Lowell Braxton
Wayne Hedberg
Tony Gallegos
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